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| declamation prevailed againſt the intole- 
- rable hardſhips they impoſed. One vow- 


ed that he had been almoſt deſtroyed at 
Eearlwood, by ſpending an evening with 
the exciſeman's wife. Another ſwore that 
he ſhould never recover from the effects 
of his vifit to the Parſon's lady ; her lo- 
quacity was as endleſs as het huſband's 
homilies; her hoſpitality more fatal than 
a city feaſt; and her affectation worſe kbar 
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E third „e but I would ſooner ſuffer a ten 
« weeks ſiege than fit two hours with 
es what are called your Country Miſſes ; - their 
4 confounding clack aſſaſſinates my ears 
„ more inſufferably than a can 

and 1 would none fly from: their over- 
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40 a is foread from place to place by 


c the natural-yanity of the ſex; and how- 


« ever it may decreaſe by tranſmiſſion, the 
$6 « deſtructive poiſon. has, in ſome degree, 
Co « penetrated the moſt ſequeſtered receſſes 
4 of the iſland, Tf country, miſſes, indeed, 
& would confine themſelves to their proper 
e ſphere, they might be bearable 3 but 
when an aukward, overgrown, robuſt 
Wo hoyden, deſigned by nature for the 
4 offices of che dairy, talks of the ples. 
« ſures of a town life; aceuſes papa of 
« eruelty in confining her to woods un- 
* eonſcious of her charms; ories, with a 
e fide- glance at the glaſs, what a conſpi- 
4 cuous plate is the boxes to diſplay a 
< fine figure; and, falling i into the moſt 
160 ridiculous: attitudes, practiſes airs of 
0 affectation, the meaning of which ſhe 
7% is too * to comprehend, and too 
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«eattelbfs to render elegant; the appears | 
« like an ill-miade - garment, which only 
« expoſes, in a more prepoſterous manner, 
* every natural defect.” SE 


& Max 1 be ſhot, ” exclaimed a young. 
Enfign, 5 if I don' © conſider ſuch beings 7 
« like natural curioſities. Ionce entertained 5 
* a deſign to ſend a groupe of tbem, as a 
9 preſent, to my uncle, who, you e 
6 is a man, of virti . They would baxve "We 
6c made an admirable addition to perrified 
6c muſſels, toads, ſcorpions, and Preſerved 


- 
by cameleons,” | 4 
” W 1x this converſation was paſſing in 


2 the room, two young Officers, who were 
ft lounging out fromone of the windows, ut- 
ol tered the exclamation * cHarminc!” with 
ſuch a tone of emphaſis that it attracted | 
ou the attention of the diſputants, and ter- 
I B 2 minated 
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nmünated 2 diſcourſe which woutd ſoon 


have proved that a country nympb, pre- 
tending to elegance, is one of the greateſt 
monſters in the arcana of nature; and th at 


ennui and caprice, in her mouth, are juſt 
as intolerable as domeſtic Bliſs, or ra- 


tional joys, from the ” of a modern ** 


5 b. RECTLY oppoſite to this window was 
a little walk, regularly planted with two 
rows of elms, which the villagers called 


Tur MALL, and the Officers THE- PARADE. 


To this walk the young ladies of the 
village conſtantly reſorted every evening ; ; 


and employed all the artillery of dreſs 
and beauty to befiege the hearts of their 
attendant. ſwains : and on this Parade, as 


proud a pleaſure was felt in diſplaying the 


| bumble finery of rural LY as was ever 
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ienced by the rival belles and Jaun, 


his verdant walk, were re.  lefes, whoſe. 
ſuperior charms. plainly. | 


ture ſometimes beſtows her zit on the 
—— $ and waterfalls, , he 1 
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then, gily. r ——_ the; , 
from which the Officers were lounging 5 ; 
attracted, we preſume, by the num 
cockades, and ha I: wit 1 ſo inſepa-. 08 
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Hap we the powers of thoſe retnſed 
_ geniuſes who have ſo inimitably defcribed 
the combats of the ſexes, we might at- 
tempt to relate the little ſtratagems, or 
paint the ſmiling loves and graces which 
were exhibited to attra& the admiration 


' of theſe military heroes, Bur ſuffice it to 


ſay with Villers in the Belles Stratagem, that 
they were ſoon convinced they had entered 


on an enterprize almoſt as dangerous as 


an encounter with Paul Fonts, © or a mid. 


_ march to 2 N ns f Lt i 7 11 l : 8 


fo $15 1 ge &; * 
Ir was A towards that romantic 
hour when the moon, filvering the firtha- 


ment, invites thoſe penfive ſouls who talk 


of love, and feel or create imaginary 
75 woes, to come forth and vent thelt ſorrov 
in cadence with the wild notes of Philomel; - 


| 0 the nymphs, whoſe native <> 1 
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had extorted the flattering iH 5 1 70 
from the Officers, quitted the parade: bur El 
they left it not unattended. The ſprightly | 
levity of one of them had conjured up the 1 
very ſpirit of gallantry ; ; and two of the 
Officers,” whoſe ſuperior manners marked | 
their higher origin, preſumed to trace their, 
footſteps. A fignificant ſqueeze, itch” 
one of the ladies was obſerved to give to 
the arm of her fair companion, accom- 
panied with a certain motion of the head, 
indicated no diſapprobation of their being 
the objects of the purſuit; but there was 
ſomething in the tout enfemble of their 
demeanour that inſpired reſpect and venies © 
ration, and protected them from the rude. 
neſs of an abrupt addreſs. The Officers 1 
ſilently followed their fair fugitives, _ WES . 
ouſly wiſhing that the appearance of ſome 4 
ol cboſe Satyrs, whe were the moleſtation. „„ 
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of the nymphs of old, would afford them 
an e of . their ume 


and e . 


en in a am pint 3 at 
 lengrh indulged their wiſhes ; but by the 
intervention of an animal far more harm- 
leſs than an ancient Satyr. 5 
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Mis WHITE cow alder ftaned . 
from her entanglementamong the branehes 
of an adjacent eopſe; and the fair - ones, 
of courſe; as ſuddenly ſtarted back. One of 
. them, with the prettieſt ſcream. imagin- 
able, vowed the was frightened out of her 
fe. Life, however, never more ſkilfully 
performed its functions than at this mo- 
ment: it darted in radiance from her eyes; 
and. mantled ber cheeks with the crimſon 


gay of health pleaſure, and n 
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portunity, however, of heir 
i late. wiſhes was not 1 to mo ne, 
ey expreſſed a .well-fe 
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ht this incid FEISS 8 T 


„ Es Go bbed: 5 pee ebted the ſje” to 


which ladies who walk unprotected are 
continually expoſed; and concluded by 
ardently requeſting rm 155 en 
theireſcort. „% 1 WIW 3 TM "_ 

in ch tec lr bes by trembling 
recovery from the effects of her alarm, 
vith a ſoft but inarticultate voice, thanked 
them for their politeneſs; but neither 
wholly indulged. nor quite repreſſed the 
offer of protection. She half ſmiled, 
half frowned; but her frowns, like miſts 
before the ſun, ſoon vaniſhed ; and, in 
| defiance of the rebuking countenance of 
her companion, ſhe, at length, permitted 
them to walk by her fide. Whether this 
permiſſion was ſtrictly conſiſtent with fe- 
male propriety, we ſhall leave to the prudes 
10 gperralie, It muſt be e confeſſed that 


ſhe 
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Fre had fredven, 
2 much later hour without: this.” aaNet © 


apprehenſion zallowance, however, ought 20 
to'be made for the agitation. he rfvi r k 2 "20 
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| Havino, adopted the med of. Kale | .- 
ty, her ideas of danger ſoon 8 5 Bot 1 
and e giggled, laughed, and rattlec + 38 
aways with all. the vivacity which * 


Nen 


good ſpirits and unexpected plealyre b. 
turally inſpires. while the impropriety "8 A 
this levity ſeemed to. be filently cenſured i 1 
by the grave deportment of her compa- Lo. 
nion. The converſation, highly pleafing bi 
as it was to the ſ peakers, might not prove , | 
quite ſo delectable to our readers; ; we ſhall H T | 
therefore forbear to deſcribe it; and only 4 
remark} that it confiſted; as is uſual upon 
ſuch gccafions, bf fine compliments, ext 
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10 Taz party, at length, arrived | 
in fight of a neat houſe, when the 7 5 
little chatterer, with a ſaucy archneſs 
which implied a conſc iouſneſs of the 
favour. ſhe had conferred, returned her 
- protestors thanks for their civility 3, and 
ber companion acknowledging her grati- 
tude by a . curtſey; they both tripped 
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away, leaving the Officers to obſerve their 
route in filent admiration," until the door 
of the houſe incloſed them from their 
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* giply appears conſcious of her charms, 
6c and endeavours to enthral the hearts of 
© all beholders only for che pleaſure of 
 * ſporting 3 with them,” „ e A 


9 
1 ; #F $%- ©». * Re: 
. 1 . Pic z 4 71 k 
21 , w FRE | 7 þ 9 IF - _— 3 * x . 114. Tu ” As A 
F - , - - % > 
= & © * „ * * . , * - 


© Tax taſtes of theſe FEA were dit 
ſimilar, though the warmeſt friendſhip 
 ſubſiſted between them. Their diſpoſi- 
_ tiang indeed: were contraſted, but Wr 


X | artachment 1 was fincere and ardent. 
oe FE 4 n N o JIOE7. i» N be” hy 
= „Turaz was juſt ſofficient of he athletic 


in Captain Melford's s perſdn to take from 
it all appearance of effeminacy, and ſpeak 
him fit for the prefelfon he had choſen, 
De dare to contradict the afſertion of 
chat great author * WhO has declared 
- there: are no ſuch ming as Black pet bps 
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a great ſhare of levity mixed with exceſ- 
"fre. generoſity. To the moſt ſubtle inſi- 
nuation he joined a talent for clatire, which 
1 never ſcrupled to indulge,, except, in- 
ed, on. thoſe depreſſed by poverty, or 
labouting under any natural imperfection. 
A large portion of vanity gave an eaſy and 
9 ne PT and con · 


| hes fair fx bes uns Was irrehiſtible. 
The foul of this young, man was a 
riant ſoil, where every 


an inſenfible intoad, ſullied its native pu- 
rity. A prevailing . love of gallantry bad 
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taught him all thoſe ſeducing wiles which 
have made ſo mani Innocents for ever 
ret, 
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"The generality of obſervers eſteemed him 
handſome. T here was a ſoft luſtre i in his 


| eyes which, Yorick would have pronounced, 


| denoted a man who made love by ſenti- 
ments. He had, in truth, as F ielding has 
expreſſed it, as much of the nuMaN AN- 
Ile about him as ir i is e to conceive, | 
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dis: + with” the Pn they 
had met with, they toaſted in Cham 


1 55 paign, Iparleling as their e eyes, their fair. 
=» unknown; whoſe names, ſituation, and | 
3 genealogy, M Melford ſecretly flattered him- 
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W have now given a ſpocimeis 6 of 


. counTRY- -QUARTERS. Thoſe who diſap- 
prove of it are beſought to ſeize the fa- 


vourable eriſis of a cloſng Chapter, and re- 


treat from farther W as we ſhall give. 
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either more entertaining or 
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bur erecting the STANDARD or CANDOUR, - of 
let its banners benignly float around out 
head, and gently diffipate1 thoſe fears wh 


as often op reſs the vage and 

inexperienced Wie, fnch 
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Sor, we hope, will good warned | 9 5 
make allowances for Ax UNDISCIPLINED-. 0 
VOLUNTEER 3 nor at once declare · us unt - 
for the ſervice into which we have enliſted; 0 
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cHAPTER THE SECOND. 


4 Family, | 

W. ſhall not, for the fake of my- 
| ſtery, envelope our fair nymphs. 

in obſcurity ; but at once relate their 
name, ſituation, pedigree, and fortune. 
We ſhall not indeed ranſack our brains, 
or ſend others to ranſack Taz Henarvs 
Orricx for their coat of arms,—Their 


family was very plain and very virtuous. 


P > 


Vin run ennobles its poſſeſſors, and glows 
« with brighteſt luftre, when grandeur and il- 
* luſtrious birth fade to infignificance. Let 
the proud lay this awful truth to their 
hearts. The period will come when their 
mighty honours ſhall be raſed to the duſt, 

| | 55 and 
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cans uto © rhe oo 720 pleaſant 
* ways of peace.” Jis diſpoſition was mild 
; bi open and 
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ſincere. I be parſonage-houſe; f in which 


7 reſided, was pleaſantly ſituated in the 
middle of a garden, ſurrounded by aſmall 


portion of glebe, and fitted up with all 


the conventences that comfort can require. 


The profits of the vicarage, though ſmall, 
were. his chief ſupport; but the affection- 
ate regard of his pariſhioners. relieved 
him from the uſual neceſſity of watching 


for their payment: 3: They, felt. and re- 


vered che merits of their paſtor, * they knew 
the narroyneſs of bis 1 income; and volun- 
racil y brought in their ſeveral, contribu- 


N 4 * tions with hearts of cheerfulneſs, and hands 


of liberality... Conſcious e tþe- great 
art of happineſs, c. Müſts ag th 
extent of deſire to the means of its gra- 
25; tification, he ſeldom, or never, ſuffered his 


. Ls: cs to eſcape beyond the. bounds his 


pum 


my — " "ww, "yoo as 


I 


T6 


to ſay that, 


of reſtraint, however arduous the 5 


may at firſt appear, only requires a ſteaddſ x. 
reſolution. to render the Practice of it eal 
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tenance that. denoted int 
and reſigned content ; for, i incongruous as 
it may ſeem, it is poſſible to mee 
tent after peace is gone : I m 
which we eternally loſe on being dep 


of dear and valued objects. Our hearts 
mourn over the loſs. of them with. 


„ ji blech 
reach, we ſuppreſs our muerarings 
are content. 
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26 THE VICAR OF LANSsDOoWNR. 
Darn had deprived the Vicar of his 
wife hen time was meliorating the ro- 
mantic ardour of youth into the more ex- 
| quiſite tenderneſs of maturity. Attached 

to her, by ties of the tendereſt friendſhip 
and the warmeſt love, he felt, in loſing 
her, a link torn from his chain of happi- 
neſs which nothing earthly could ſupply. 
For, of all the ſorrows incident to huma- 
nity, none is ſo bitter as that which is occa- 
ſioned by the fatal ſtroke which ſeparates us 
for ever from thoſe to whom love had in- 
timately joined our hearts. Memory from 
time to time, renews the anguiſh ; opens the 
wound which cold content had cloſed; and, 
by recalling thoſe joys which are paſt and 
gone, touches every ſpring of _ 
ar. 
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"THE VICAR OF LAND E. #9. 
ſany years had paſſed away fince her | 
death. The afflicting event, however, ein 
remained recent and uneffaced upon his 
memory. The laſt look the gave him, the 
laſt word ſhe uttered, when ſhe recom- 
mended her lambs, her little lambs, to 
his care, were ever preſent to his mind, 
accompanied with the expreſſion of com- 
paſſion, of conjugal affection, of maternal 


tenderneſs, which overſpread her counte- 


nance as her ſpirit fled to heaven, and 
left her lovely form to moulder to its 


primæval duſt. F rom theſe ſorrcwful re- 


flections his mind reſigned itſelf to the 
conſolations of chriſtianity ; and, the feel - 

ings of conſcious virtue, the bleſſings 
which ſurrounded his habitation, tlie 
faithful fondneſs of his domeſtics, and 


. affe&tion of his children, all 


WF | ' united 
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united i in one common ſource of comfor, 
to his heart. 


In the domeſtic arrangements of his 
family, Pleaſure was made ſubordinate to 


regularity ; but he encouraged chearful. 
_ neſs, and promoted every innocent amuſe- 


ment. His own time Was chiefly devoted 
to ſtudy, except that he, every now and 
then, ſtole an hour when filence. ſeotbes the 
&« meditative mind,” to viſit the grave of his 
beloved wife, and drop a tender tear up. 

on the ſod that covered "oY remains. 
bir was not without ambition; IF but it 
was a paſſion founded upon the noble bafis 
of paternal affection. He had conceived 
very flattering expeRations of the future 
". greatneſs of his ſon Francis ; ; and, deſign- 
* him for the profelion of phyfic, if 
his 
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his inclination ſhould concur in the choice, 
he had placed him at the univerſity of 
Glaſgow for the completion of his ſtudies. 
The talents' of Francis promiſed every 
thing the fondeſt partiality could wiſh; 
his underſtanding was capacious ; his 1 ima- 
gination fertile ; his application unwearied. 


Certain eccentricities in his character, | 
however, had gained him, at college, the 
appellation: of an odd fellow. His father 
alſo perceived a high degree of haughti- 


neſs and impetuoſity in his temper, which 


it had been the object of parental anxiety 
to correct: Time, he truſted, would aid his 
endeavours to meliorate them into that re- N 


fined pride and ſenſibility, which fo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſh” and adorn the human 


character. The breaſt of Fi rancis glowed 5 |” 
with all the- 1 romantic ſpirit of- generofiry! . 


incidental to a young and noble wind zi 


30 THE VICAR OF LANSDOWNE. 
but, as it was yet untempered by the ſound 
judgement and diſcretion of my father, 
5 many ſage people obſerved that; it was a 
gulph, in which a fortune, if he had had one 
to ſpend, would ſoon be ſwallowed up. Poor 
Francis, alas! was thoroughly ſenfible of 


the indigence of his family, and expected 


no patrimony but that which might ariſe in 


conſequence af the liberal education his fa- 


ther was giving him. The feelings of pover- 
ty, however, are always delicate and acute ; 
and the conſciouſneſs of his ſituation ſeryed 
only to encreaſe the natural haughtineſs of 
his mind, and to render him impatient 


under the ſmalleſt indignity, or diſreſped?, | 


8 the eldeſt daughter, had nearly 
attained the age of nineteen, To com- 
pare her with the Venus de Madicis would 
perhaps appear extravagant and romantic. 

| er 
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tioned ; and her eyes were certainly irra- 


diated by a ſpark of that fire with which 
the famed PRoMeTHRHEvs animated his ſta- 
rue; for they poſſeſſed the Power of waril- - 


ing the coldeſt breaſt, and touching the 


moſtunimpaſſioned heart. Nature with ber 
m own ſweet and cunning band had pain ted | 


her cheeks with a tint as lively, and as de- 


licate, as that which blooms upon the 


opening roſe. . Her features, indeed, were 
not perfectly regular, but they poſſeſſed 


 aray of animation which rendered them at- 
tractive. A lovely ſmile played conſtantly : 
round her lips; which, befides diſcover- 
ing the ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, diſ- 
played the fineſt ſet of teeth, and two _ 


of the moſt beautiful dimples, nature ever 


formed, or fancy painted. Her mind, 
lively and impatient, yielded reluctantly, . 
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do the flow, progreſs of artificial eultiva. 

f tion ; and, with a genius capable of at- 

taining perfection in every fine accom- 
pliſhment, ſhe had only acquired a ſuper- 
ficial knowledge of them all. The ſubjects 
of her reading had been various and exten- 
ſive; but her acquiſitions wanted the di- 
geſtion of thought; and, without mean- 


: FOE ing to give ber the ſmalleſt offence, her 


head reſembled a repoſitory where diffe- 
rent things are promiſeuouſiy huddled to 
gether with an intention ſome time or 
other to arrange them into order and re- 
gularity. This ſpecies of procraſtination 
is perhaps of all others the moſt fatal. 


iy 5 Touth is the ſeaſon when ſtudy 155 
5 application ſhould till the mental foil, an 


ripen the ſeeds of knowledge into the * 
veſt of improvement. The gaiety of her 


Paste naturally inſpired; a fondneſs for 


dancing ; ; 


* 
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dancing; aud in this elegant art ſhe roſe 
ſuperior to moſt of her ſex. Love of ad- 
miration was the predominating- paſſion E 
her ſoul; of courſe the tongue of ' flattery '* 1 
found eaſy acceſs to her ear; and the 
liſtened to the voice of the charmer with, 5 
rapturous delight, To enjoy this ſweet de 
luſion, the more uſeful occupations of 
learning were neglected ; her books were 
thrown aſide, the work · bag was continual- ry 
ly loſt, and the harpſichord for ever out of ME 1 | 
tune. Her converſation, eſpecially i in com- * 
pany, was lively and unreſerved; ſhe chat- 
ted and laughed, with captivating affability,. © 
to all around her: ſome of herabſervations, _ 
indeed, might, from. a mouth leſs charm-, -. | 
ing, have appeared inſipid; but the. 
poet has well obſeryeds; that » * beauty, 
** draws us with! a jngle bair,” | Confeious | 
charms: gave A faucineſs , to hey air. Too 4 
great love of ay made her ſome- | 
. ; times 
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34 THE VICAR OF LANSDOWNE, - 
times ſport with her conqueſts, No proud 


Sultana could feel a more rapturous tri- 
umph at the increaſe of her ſlaves than 
Roſina. The wildneſs and volatility of 


her character, however, conveyed a ſecret 
charm to all her actions; and a certain 


ſomething which, though I now feel, I 


cannot deſcribe; that ſomething which ſo 


many have conceived without being able 
to expreſs; gave a finiſh" to her character 
that was truly irreſiſtible.— Of what this 
ſecret charm really conſiſts, I leave, with 
one myſteries of importance, to ſome 
more nen Oe to unfold, 


coins) A year younger 80 her ater, 
was tall, and delicàtely formed. Her 


complexion- was elegantly pale. A mild 


ray beamed from her fine blue eyes with 


uch modeſt ſweetneſs, as if ſecure of 
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all beheld e — foe could take 
them.” She was one of thoſe drooping 


lilies that ſweetly flouriſh in the ſhade of 
ſolitude. -Gendleneſs was her boſom's 
friend; and fair propriety - of manners 
adorned her every action. Timid and 
baſhful, ſhe dazzled not the curſory eye of 
caſual obſervation ; but her ſoul ex 
panded to the ſympathies of e, , 

Her ſenſe was improved by ſtudy; her 
judgement matured by obſervation: her 
principles were ſteady, juſt, and pious. 
Suſceptible to every ſoft impreſſion, her 
heart melted with ſilent ſorrow to the tale 
of woe; and ſhe bewailed, with extreme 
ſenſibility, the fate of thoſe unfortünate 
beings, who, betrayed by the frailties of + 
nature, or the treacheries of artful aner, 
lie obſcured, forlorn and nee ne 
the preſſure of 0 e 
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Mz. Ooszixv, whoſe mind was Wed 
bp "IH nature for refinement, | had culti- 
a 5 vated a very extenſive and profound know- 

| ledge of the fine arts. In poetry, the 

FF joys and innocence of rural life were once 

tte favourite ſubjects of his muſe; but, 

after the death of his wife, he changed the 

2 lively: pipe of paſtoral, for the mournful 

reed of elegy. Theacritus was diſmiſſed, 

aud the plaintive ſtrains of Tibullus, with 

Lud Lyttelton's. celebrated Monody, and 
| Ihr. Myevsrwodlegies, were the ſubject 

| of his poctic admiration, - In painting, his 

Judgement was univerſally conſulted, and 

3 3 approved. But muſic was his greateſt fame, 
. 1 higheſt pleaſure, | Phe voice of Ro- 
5 na poſſeſſed great compaſs and exquiſite 

melody. The good old man frequently 
hung with rapture on the magic ſoftneſs 

ol her notes. He was anxious to im- 

W 5 „ prove 


= 


as _ 
Z 


prove WW . HG to the pho pi 
poſſible perfection; but he had to lament 


* 


her giddy. inattention to rules: and: 
ticeof the art was likely todefeattheeffi 
his inſtructions for ſo deſitable an end. Tt 
more ſedate and attentive mind of I ydia 
miſſed no opportunity of improving her 
lents. Her voice was weak, and of no erer 
extent; but ſhe played with ſuperior 
and judgment on the harpfichord and at”; 
tar, and her knowledge of muſic enabl 
ber, when ſhe ſung, to ne not Oe m 
orce to the meani ng of 
very deligh ul harmony 
her notes ; and ſhe frequently revived 
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ATURE - ſeemed to have formed theſe | 
lovely fiſters as beautif | contraſts to cact 
other. 


he lively feelings of 
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' were always in the extreme, All her fenti- 
ments were influenced by the moſt romantic 
ardour, or coldeſt indifference. Characters 


| who did not at once win her favour were 
filently neglected ; but thoſe who had the 


happineſs to pleaſe her became immedi- 
ately the idols of her heart, and images of 
the moſt exalted perfection. —The ſympa- 
thiesandantipathies of Lydia reſulted more 
from the ſlow and deliberate probation of 
her mind than fromthe warm and ſudden 
- impulſes of her heart. She weighed the me- 
rits and demerits of the ſeveral candidates 
for her favour in the ſcales of reaſon 
and reflection; and indulged or ſup- 
preſſed her inclinations, as they ap- 
peared to be ſanctified by prudence, or 
condemned by indiſcretion. The etrors, 
as ſhe conceived them, of her fiſter's dif. 
poſition, ſhe obſerved with tender anxiety, 
| | and 
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and trembled at the dangers to which, ſhe 
thought, they expoſed her; but her rec - 
monſtrances flowed from partiality, and 
therefore ſeldom contained ſufficient force 

to produce a ſerious: effect. Tbe prefe- 
rence of beauty was not given to either of 
them; for dach had nearly an equal num- 


ber of admirers. Some were charmed 


by the lively bloom, and auburn ringlets 1 
of Roſina; others were caught by the ſoft 5 . 
languor, and darker treſſes of Lydia: and 

as the cankerous worm Envy! had never ; 
moleſted their pure and unſpotted hearts, 
the moſt cordial SEG RINGS heroes | 


them. 5 


FA 


Miss Manoazz' Overlay, a . 1 
fiſter of the Vicat 8, only a few years 
younger than himſelf, formed 2 part of 
this domeſtic family; and tgok under her 
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15 00 peel ae and a inpoin hems 
She was (in AS Sch the foibles 


generally attributed to perſons of her age 


and deſcription. as can Well be imagined. 
f Her countenance Was the index of à con- 
tented mind; for either time or philoſophy 


. „ had enabled her to ſurmount the pangs of 


; diſappointment. and except that /ome- 
times ſhe was apt to be a little haſty, and 
| ſometimes 2 little obſtinate, none, but thoſe 
who knew her hiſtory, would have ſuſ⸗ 
pected that ſhe was —AN ol D Map. In 


ber early youth ſhe had read all the novels 
and romances of the day, and ſtill re. 


11 tained a fond remembrance of the pleafing 
ſcenes which they deſcribed ; but of late 
Fears ſhe had endeavoured to alienate her 


mind from ſuch vifionary enjoyments, and 
repoſe upon the ſublimer ſtrains of poetry, 
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and more comfortable conſolations of oY 
loſophie truth. The attachment ſhe felt to 
her brother was ardent and ſincere; bebe.” 
entertained a higher opinion of herſelf, and 


her god- daughter Roſina, than of any 9 th '2 1 


two other mortals exiſting. bid 0 ve ATA 


BD jopierovs obſerver of human nature - 


has remarked that, unconnected ladies form 


for themſelves ſome pleafing attachments, 
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34 THE VICAR OF LANSDOWNE. 


PreaszD with the thoughts of his 
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attention. 
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aged ” 
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7 « is fair ts conclude, that this ditpoßtion 
2 is rather the indelible ſtamp of nature 

- * than the temporary effect of imitation. 
* My temper, you know, is haughty, my 
views ambitious, my expectations fan- 

46 guine, and I own that 1 look to a rank 

4e in life much more exalted than Rofina' $ 
«to form an attachment in. Should her 
4 love, however, if you will have it that 
e ſhe loves me, tempt me to prefer her 
* charms to the charms of ambition, 
« what proſpect of happinefs could I rea. 
* ſonably expect from fuch à character? 

1 * In forming an alliance with her, all my 
« pleafing proſpects of future greatneſs 
A would in a moment vaniſh, and I muſt 
jearn to bear the loſs of faſhionable ac- 
* quaintances, and to endure with patience | 
« the reproachful ſneers of the world. In 
* return for thoſe ſacrifices I ſhouldexpett, 


6c on 


hit VICAR or Lans 


6 on her part, the moſt ſoothing Gone Y 4 


un the noſtunremitting attention, thepureſt 


«and the warmeſt affection ſhe could be- 


« ſtow ; for theſe alone could ſatisfy the 
ce feelings of diſappointed pride, or blunt 
« the fting of pointed ridicule. But in- 


« ſtead of theſe pleaſures ; intoxicated by 


« her natural defire for admiration, as ſhe 

ce grew more intimate with the world, he ITED 
« would grow more rapacious for its 
« praife, My domeſtic peace would be 
broken by the caprices of a flirt; by 


« the petulance of diſappointed. vanity z 7 


« or by the flighty conduct of flattered _ 


* beauty. My private hours would be 
« difturbed by A croud of | fools and 'COX= 


« combs, to whom*ſhe would diſpenſe the | 
* attentions which 1 thonldrhinkbelonged d 


< excluſively to me.—Believing ber as [ 


do to be a finiſhed coquet, 1 ſhould be | — 85 J 
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e 3 ſuſpicious. and the-canker of 


; cc « diſtruſt. would be continually. preying 
4 upon the ſympathies of love. I ſhould 
4 « think that ſhe was perpetually dancing 
| | « on the verge of A precipice; and that 


cc one thoughtleſs moment might plunge 


« her i into an abyſs of infamy, and draw 
« me after as a partner in her diſgrace. 
« Diſappointed of the tenderneſs and at- 


« tention which I mould expect, loſt to 
« my preſent hopes and future expectations, 


« I ſhould be tempted to rail-againſt the 


& hour in which I united my fate with 


ih 20 her' 8. She poſſeſſes, I acknowledge, 


« beauty and ſenſe enough to conquer 
« thouſands 3 ; but ſhe wants ſteadineſs and 


* propriety to retain any of her admirers 
« in bonourable thraldom. Had ſhe, with 


© her bewitching flow of ſpirits, a portion 


« « of her Alter; 3 gentleneſs, I will not ſay | 
COLD hat 


«+ 


« induced; by het beau 
40 to commit. 5 


ic: Manning, I can never think of ſuch 4 
« being for the preſerver of my honour 3 1 
« and while, I conſider her character in 
« this light, it follows that Ros Iv ae 
* LEY Can never, oh! never, be the wife 
tc of f Mn MR ER 1 


« your rank. But by all hat? is jun N tied 
Manning, Lydia Ouſeley is a young | 
„woman who, mild, virtuous, and at- 
« rraQtive, would, in my' eſtimation, ve- 


« flect dignity on any tation.” Rank 
© might place her merit in à more con 
« ſpicuous light; but rank could nevet 
„ or render her more 


&© jincreaſe her wo 
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4 


2 


: 4 Hor d, hold, theſe ee 

mendations, cried Melford, « or I thall 
6 abſolutely form ſome ſtrange opinion of 
uur defigns. Surely, Manning, you 
forget that you are already under a ſo- 
< Jemn engagement of matrimony ! But, 

« perhaps, you imagine, what is certainly 
very true, that ſuch a gull as Lydia 
« would contribute to raiſe your ſpirits 
after a dull matrimonial 20e. d. 14. 
*Open your ſchemes to me, Manning, 
6 and command my ſervices z A file of 
„ muſketeers or a 


. ee a e in- 
terrupted Manning with warmth, in- 
44 jurious to ſuch {| potleſs purity, E ſhould 
* conſider myſelf the moſt profligate, the 
* moſt abandened, of my ſex; unfit to 
Bows in human ſociety; and formed 

. alone 


— 


« alone for taeda dente, and the IF 
* coinpany of  brutes,—You fay Rofins 
e Ouſeley can never be your wife: 91 
« hope then you mean to decline all fu- 
© ture correſpondence with her. It would 
« be cruel, ' nay barbarous, Melford, to. 
« trifle with the peace, and, perhaps, the: 
* reputation of a girl who loves you. Con- ö 
« ſider how it would wring the heart of 
« her fond old parent with anguiſh, and 


« deſtroy, perhaps, for ever the ſerenity of 7 4 


her lovely fiſter's mind; for on the hap- 
cc pineſs of Roſina, 1 know, the felicity 
« of Lydia materially depends. Of dif- 
«© honourable views I cannot, no,” cried 


he, fixing his eyes ſtedfaſtly on — : 3 


nene 


6 Max Inc,” replies Melford, in ra- $1 
ther a * tone, „ I candidly told bs 


— 
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44 « you that I could not bear too ſevere 2 
10 ſerutiny. Act as you pleaſe with re- 
« Oo to Lydia, but leave Roſina to me,” 


« Wer as 1 pleaſe Mn regard to 
4 Lydia ! repeated Manning, evidently | 
hurt at what Melford had ſaid,.—“ I ſhall 


. act with honour. But he felt that 


| his feelings were Carrying him beyond the 
| bounds of prudence ; he endeavoured, | 
therefore, to ſuppreſs them zand, after ſome 
hefitation, informed Melford that he in- 
tended to ſet out Tor. London ny the 
next nt | 


Fon London early i in the momive | 9 
exclaimed Melford, when the regiment 


6 is to quit cheir .quyrtery ſo ſoon ?” 


*: wy 1 AM ſummoned there. upon ind | 
« penſabl bulls, which requires my im- 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH, 


aue Pig. 


EDGELEY came to the Vicarage t to 

dinner at the hour appointed, and 
| brought with him a beautiful bouquet, com- 
poſed of every flower the ſeaſon produced, 
which he divided between the ladies ; par. 


tially reſerving the ſweeteſt flowers for 
' Rofina, as a lent teſtimony of his affec- 
tion. 


8 


Rosina never looked more beautiful 
than ſhe did at preſent. Her dreſs was in 
2 ſtyle of the moſt becoming ſimplicity. 
A white dimity robe ornamented with dark 
green ribbons added elegance toher ſhape. 
A thin muſlin cap adorned her head 
with rural neatneſs, Her hair, curled 

in 


beauteous as her lips. The rece Ss 
had felt gave a BO 
tincture to her complexion, and new irre. 
Tux tea was ordered at an earlier hour 
after it W AS over, t "= 
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5 * | THE VICAR OF/LANSDOWNE. 
Tux eyes of Roſina foon caught thoſe 
of Melford, Reſolved, if poffible to tor. 
| menthim, he opened a ſmart flirtation with 
her companion Sedgeley, every now and 
= then glancing her eyes at Melford to ob- 
5 5 ſerve its effect. Melford appeared thought- 
| 5 = 1, penfive, and uneaſy, the whole evening, 
* 25 : The morning converſation with Manning 
* 5 on i had diſturbed his mind ; and his looks 
_ always correſ ponded with the feelin g of 
has heart. In real love there is a ſym- 
1 Pathy which ſilently participates in all the 
cConcerns of the object beloved; and the 
2 5 Li, or | diſquietude: which ſat pictured in Melford's 


e boſom of Roſina . She attributed his 
= -uneaſineſs to the circumſtances which had 
debarred him from the pleaſures of her 
converſation, and when ſhe ſtood up 
the turned toward him, and gave him 

a- look fo , ſweet as, for 
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countenance ſooh communicated itſelf to 
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THE VICAR OF LANSDOWNE. 1h . 
that night at leaſt, deprived him of his 


Tat play was Venice Preſerved ' but no 
other plot Was 4 iſcovered than chat which 
the performers carried on againſt the b 
ſenſe, ſpirit, and meaning of the poet. = 
The tender muſe of OTwar called in van | 
upon Miro! ENE to defend her favou- 
rite offspring from the rude attack. But 
Tual iA invaded her domain and, head. 
ing the conſpirators, produced a roat of 
laughter Teroughour the evening. - 


; Tus entertainments of the evening be- bs 
ing over, Sedgeley eſcorted the ladies back 55 


. to the vicarage. The two. ſiſters w were in . = 
1 Wl "ery bad ſpirits; but Miſs Margaret 


talked away upon the declenſion of dra- ? 
matic merit, and paid a tributar figh to 
the revered memery of Cibber, Prixghard, 
Garrick, and Powell. 3 
Voi ' CHAPTER 


* 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH. 


25 d i. 


"HE next morning, while the ladies 
were at breakfaſt, the Vicar entered 


* 


che toom: and informed his daughters, that 


the injunction he had laid upon them, not 
to viſit the parade while the Officers were 
in the town, would ſoon be at an end; 
for he had juſt received intelligence that 


the regiment had orders to march in 2 


e _ 


0 b 
* * * 


Tat feelings 'of Roſina were terribly 


Wah! at this unexpected information. 


| Careſſed, flattered, and, as ſhe conceived, 


A adored by Melford, the had built a man- 


| fon 1 eternal inen on the ; or 


* . 
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| of hope, which now ſeemed to vaniſh from : 
her view like the tranſient pleaſures of Aa. 
dream. | The minutes flew with unuſual L 
rapidity 3 : and increaſing diſquietude tor- 

mented her heart as the moment of Mel- 
ford's departure approached. TO part 
without even an adieu; without affording 
bim an opportunity to ſay—but, in ſhort, 
ſhe knew not what the would have him 
ſay to calm her agitations. She thought, p 
however, that the interdiction of ber fa | 

ther was unneceſſary and ſevere. 


An, Roſina, how little qualified wi were you 8855 
to judge like that parent, with diſcernment 
of mankind ! Deceived by SeLF-Love, , the 
moſt dexterous and deluſive paſſion of the 
buman mind, you had indulged a thou- 
land flattering hopes, which the romantic 5 
warmth of youth too fondly perſi uaded | 
you were ripening to perfeQtion. 

K 2 


Jan- 
und 


Trung 5 
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Taz was a poor woman that ſold 
8 ribbons and other gewgaws about the vil 
lage, who came frequently to the vicarage, 
where the girls always received her kind- 
1y, and liſtened, with pleaſure, to the arch 
ſimplicity with which ſhe told unnum. 
bered tales. This creature repaired to 
the houſe one afternoon, and, pretending 
to have a great deal. to relate, took the 
opportunity, while Lydia was examining 
ſome ribbons, to ſlip a note into Rofina's 
hand; making at the fame time @ /ign of 

ſecrecy. | 
Rosina trembled as ſhe received it; 
and gueſſing from whom 1 it came, was ſo 
confuſed, that her agitation nearly dil. 
covered the ſecret which the fign had in- 
ſtructed her to conceal. She retired im- 
mediately to her chamber, and breaking 
| the 


» SIT 4. © 
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| che wax, found i it was, as her fancy had 7 

8 already ſuggeſted to her—a ener” from 8 

6 9 * 

b | = 

Ir contained a very few lines, entreating i 

* it 
her to meet him that evening, if but for il 

0 | = 
two moments, at the ſkirt of the grove, as | 

5 the regiment was to march from Lanſ- 5 

8 downe early the next morning, and he 

5 could not ſupport the idea of parting 

f without bidding her adieu, and diſcloſing 0 

* to ber 1 eln 10 his heart, | » 

| Tux e ions of love and — 43 

; Wl tenderneſs left no opportunity for reflec- . 

5 tion to inter poſe. She called to Suſan to 

an come up ſtairs ; and charging her to 


* 


make ſome excuſe for her abſence, in caſe it 43 
ſhould * diſcovered, flipped, unobſerved, - hn 1 


1 7; 43 


7 4 + : 0 _ „ bk pd * 4 2 = , as 
ED $45 
— FP 


1 0 the houſe, 3 hen areal to 


the plies. of e 


„ 1 vho well knew that the 
1 would ſurmount every difficulty, if poſ- 
| fible, to meet him, was already there ; and 


received her with all the open tranſport of | 


We: undiſſembled paſſion. A perfect maſter 
1 in the art of love, endowed by nature 
1 ; with every beguiling grace, he taught his 
"88 features their moſt enſnaring powers. His 
voice aſſumed a ſoft and plaintive tone, 
| finely adapted to the tender. feelings he 


niſhed to inſpire, and he ſoon diſcovered 


the effect which i it produced» in LAY: boſom 


of * 


* Blue PREM ſhowers m rain ia lately 


fallen; and the graſs was extremely wet. 
. eee n on her to retire to 
1 | A little 


42 
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2 little ſeat, which was ſheltered 
amp, by a cloſely-entwined covering' of _ 


awthorn, Here he ſeated” himſelf | by Es 
er fide, and lamenting the ew 


eir approaching ſeparation, | 3 | | 
er the ſufferings of his heart in 'ſuch  ' 
warm and glowing language, that 1 


* 
D 


nearly drew from the too eredulous 
and almoſt fainting Roſina, a declaration 


= 4 . 
5 ; v2 , 1 n a + 4 
ot her paonm. rving the — 
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nutes, with all the ſpeechleſs loquence; 4 
of love. A ſudden agony. burft 
him, © Oh] Rofina,” he excl. imed, can 
4 bear to leave you? Cruel 0 if; 
e“ how can vou behold the man who "Sx 
„ adores you lying miſerable at your feet, - 


” without wiſhing to relieve him 2% -* "0 


„ daes * THE VICAR-OF EAN, W] D. 
wur do you mean?“ : 6rd Rohe, 
- aſtoniſhed, £077 
on ds cu her with dangerous 
| foftneſs,. A fort of frantic fondneſs fol- 
| lowed, Another agony burſt from him, 
He ſeized her hand with tranſport, and 
nm with re of eee n. 


te - Metford,. doch at e moment 
didſt thou degrade thy noble character! 
how darken all the native brightneſs of 
thy ſoul! profaning the ſacred name of 
love, aſſailing the ears of virtue, and 
ſeeking to plunge the unſuſpecting child 


of innocence into irretrievable guilt!“ 

. Hx urged his ignominious paſſion with WW 
all the confidence of an unfeeling liber- : 
6 


tine, and with the dexterous, intricate, 
. 1 and 


TH VICAR; OF LCANSDOWNE. ir r 
diſguiſed ſophiſtry of frontleſs vice. by L 'Y 
95 ſubtle, argumentative,  and'impaſs 1 | 
fioned, he "concealed the baſeneſs of ; 
dis deſign under a veil ſo ſpecious and 1 
ſeductive, that az mind leſs ſtrictly vir» 9 3 zF 
tuous than Rofina's might have fallen a 1 
victim to Hin arts. But although her Wb 
giddineſs and vanity. had driven her to | 
the extremeſt verge of indiſcretion, her E 4 
mind had never harboured an idea repuge. 3 
nant to n puruy -. 1 


Sur doubted at firſt the evidence of her 
enſes; but ben he again preſſed his 
licentious eloquence on her ear, the ſtart- 1 
ed up, and, wringing her hands in unut- 1 
terable agony attempted to paſs him. 1 
„Let me go, let me go,” ſhe cried. with, „ 
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„the bounds, the ſacred bounds of ho- 
46 nour, generoſity, 5 hoſpi itality, „ and vir. 
C tue l Lou have ſought to bring a harm. 
e leſs, fond, old man with ſorrow to his 
c grave. Could 1 have thought it. poſ- 
cc fible? Oh! no. Of Virtue herſelf 1 


c entertained not a higher —_— than of 
66 Melford,—Ohb 1 Melford,” cried ſhe 
with a burſt of ſorrow, cx how e you 


c deceived me ? You have violated the con- 
Wy fidence I repoſed i in you. You have 


MzIrORD laid hold of her gown, and 


| endeavonred to ſpeak. — 


tak '« DrAix me no longer, Sir,” ſhe ex- 
claimed with indignation. 1 Dare no longer 
«to inſult me. The unneryed hand of 


* G parent ſhall become powerful to 


727M}  chaſtiſe your inſolence, and 1 have a bro- 


33 


ther whoſe youthful arm ſhall make you 
« Much rue the injury you” have medi- 
„ tated 


"3% 


\ 


815 iy 2 
2 Af 12 


. 


22 maddens. me go, "if you- 


« wiſh to ſee me the ſenſeleſs victim of _ 
our barbarity. oo 
as ſhe pronounced theſe words, which | 


pended all the faculties of his ſoul. 
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atoſe'i in her heart, demon ſtrated the inte- 
grity of her prindiples, and bitterly | 
| reproached him for the inſult he had of. 
fered to the ſhrine of purity; for the 
wounds he had . to 5 heart that 
loved him. e 


: Weng did ſhe appear to his view more 

-conqueringly lovely than at the moment 
when her virtue roſe ; triumphant over his 
| endeavours, to. ſeduce it. Sentiments which 
he had never felt before took ſtrong poſ- 
. efkion of his mind. Conſcience regained 
ber empire in his breaſt, The baſeneſs and 
depravity of his conduct tortured: his feel- 
ings; ſmote his heart with the keeneſt 
pangs of guilt; and, in ſome meaſure, 
avenged / the cauſe of injured virtue. Fle 
-ood : appalled and ſelſ- convicted of pre- 
meditated villainy l. Penitence could ſug · 
e . * 


the ſtern paſſion of pride interpoſed; ank 

4 7 5 : | | . 
relieved his diſtreſs. While he alternat: 
ly ſuggeſted and di 3 


ciation ſhe: had ma n 3 4 
brother's! Vengeance. 9 Hi | | 2 4 f 
caught fire at the * CO 9 
tribution, and all his notions of volunta , 
contributed: to increaſe; the tottute .o his 


mind, and he returned to his ſolitary guats 
ters in excruciating anguiſh. Manning 
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Lydia with alarm. Pray explain your. 
4 ſelf, What hays Ldone to forfeit your 
Fe after 31 am your fifter, your friend. 
2 hide not your ſorrows from me; 


< repoſe them with confidence in wy hos 
« ſom ; and be a * — ., 
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”- [| * 
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% MELyorD is a villain,” interrupted 


| Rafa, ſobbing in a flood of, tears, —Ly- 
dia looked aghaſt, and breathed i in filence, 
40 80 T always thought.” EO I 


nit 


« Ant Iy dia, Lydia, how differently 


4e dd we think of thoſe we love!“ re. 
plied Rofina. “ But do not imagine that 
« Lam. the betrayed. ereature you ſeem to 


think, me. I have been imprudent ; 
« but, Heaven be praiſed 1 Lam till in- 
"166 nocent: my ſouff ſtarted with deteſta- 
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-\Ros1x4, when the agitation of her ſpi- 
Tits were compoſed, gave a faithful narra- 
tive to her ſiſter of every word that had 
paſſed, and of every incident : which had 
ever happened between her and Melford, 


Nin his firſt: acquaintance to the preſent 


The mind of Lydia was intereſt- 
W. attentive to every ſentence of Roſi- 
na's narrative; and her emotions evidently 


diſcovered that her heart was labouring 
with a ſecret which her tongue would be 
unable to conceal. Is it poſſible,” ſhe 
exclaimed, as her ſiſter concluded, * that 
6 two characters ſo extremely different as 


20 Captain Manning and Captain Mel ford, 


5 can really entertain the warm and cor- 


4 dial friendſhip for each other which 
* they mutually. profeſs? Oh! Rofina, 
© liſten to me while I diſcloſe che parti- 

. een 6 an event which fills my breaſt 


with 
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* "4 Wn 3 
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« with mingled pain and pleafure. I mige 


« now have been weeping with an 1 


r appointed wiſhes of a 
« uded heart, but that Manning is tze 
« moſt generousof mankind, Honourholdds 
« her ſacred throne within his breaſt; 
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: «ting in the. parlour. "Elie: recollection 
_ « of ſome expreſſions which he had made 
«to me during the entertainments of 
the morning had-agitared my Tpirits to 
«© 2 great degree, and the opportunity of 
« privacy induced him to reſume the 
4 ſubject. My feelings were excited be 
yond my ſtrength, and I fainted away. 
44 ] remained for ſome moments fenſeleſs; 
C but when I recovered, I found Manning, 
ic the generous Manning, leaning over me 
4 with anxious ſolicitude. After a mo- 
e mentary filence, he exclaimed,” . Oh ! 
«Lydia, I cannot deſeribe the concern 
which your illneſs has given me. 1 


4 have watched returning life with anxi-. 


locus expectætion. Oh! that I could 
watch for ever over you with guardian 
ee care! But, alas! the fates: will not 
60 e me to mdolge. that pleaſing 
we dope. 
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6 never did I: £ % ; 


e tion. 
nion oẽr my your ineſt i- 
< mable virtues have liſhed youjt 
ſovereignty in my heart. A c 
«alas ! forbids to indulge a hogelem 1 

« paſſion, or 1 ſhould benen hae A 


ce made my feelings known, ; 
* deavoured, by 1 
* Mi oe 9 


9 3 and ">, 
« conſider” as fa i 


« the nuptial ceremony had already paſſed, _ , 
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RW ec tears me from the bal of my wiſhes, 
ut abſence cannot efface your image 
5 « from my mind ; you will de ever pre- 
= c ſent to my view, and I fear that wretch- 


n 
ay 
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N edneſs is my inevitable doom. The 


5 e trial is ſevere. Oh! teach me, thou 


4 fair and gentle being, the virtues of 


5 | 75 ar patience, ' mikineſs, and reſignation; 
1 e teach me to rely upon that Power who 
s alone can ſoften my ſorrows and calm 
my agitated mind. My tears ſtream- 
Led down my cheeks.— Ah! Lydis, 
* © continued he, what do thoſe. tears tears ex- 
3? If 1 have diſturbed your tran- 
ity, my misfortunes will be great in. 
immediately from 
-  * a place in which I find I cannot, con- 
& fiſtently with your peace and my own 
« honour, ſtay a moment longer.“ | 


5 ? 3 7 f 5 > | : 1 a as 
k F 1 ” a "> &# * * 8 2 Nr $58 %E-} 8 
8 N itt innert e 47 f „ 18 « 
Ls — 9 * . * i 1 "=o. 3 5 1 * 1 * . 9 N mY, 5 * * oF 
g 0 4 


* 


* 
oy 
* 
= 
— 
* 
wy 
* 
. 
* 


— 


A —U— — DDr eee e . S 234444 „„ 


— x” 


or . > Z . - n * . 5 * 3 . nn . 
r * 64 — "RE 0 I of COS »4 £- $5 ö 1 ** * > a 98 IS r r 5 FF" 
* n 8 5 Nu. * 2 A DR) 3 * = 2 * 2 7 ** N e A3 * Rx PET ns 18 1 


n r * N 


r FA 


4. "ra b Y pr 
8 
rt Son RE ᷣͤ „„ RENE oh 


5 : wa | = . — oe EAN 33 

. p " * - _ * x. 82 op G > X OM a 

br. N yo r > -? * n % IS * 4 7 2 1 3 : Need AST s 1 2 
8 2 . , . E n — os 4 g r y 2 . 
NN 15 8 n 1 * N . S r 2 81 Es g N i FX * a i e 

— 9 8 \ ERR n EY _. % * 14 * * 
; n N 2 * * 0 0 rs gt 8 * LY f 8 — Hoe > * 2 x 2 * -XP N l 8 
* * Den * * 3 1 * * 10 
* r MB W * * n * We ER * e 
r " 


- * 88. 0 5 * * . wn * 
— m TOS, ' e 


3 


—T: TTT! RN CSS 


\ 
> 21 
2 * 4 6 ** * + 4 : It EA: , - 
. * 22 = N « x 6 * 4 * 
8 A 4 > : - - N ok _" 

- : = * 3 1 q x 4 
n 9 : —— 4 — — a * 
r 5 = ; ; | e 

c © a | 2 5 * A \ 


ufl 
7 
* 


10 


* 


15 


tions 


41 


X 


7 
$307 
— 


2 


=> 8 
r 
ccc 
„„ 
* 7 R 


* 2x 7 7 EEE 


he added 


1 
£ 


* 


* 
1 


as 


x 


- 


- 


ſcovered emo 


eed d 
1d 


OCet 
3. 


T 


4 
| | : 


- * 
8 
4 — 


1. 


kt 


» 


* 
F 
* 


2 


Thin 


4 


to p 
« Oh ! Rofina 


* 
"hats 


x 
* 
9 


n # 
* 


* 


tc ſaid he 


” 
* 


. 


Ann. "I "RO PI * 
n wy Wa - ths | ** * 
od —_ A en 4 - * "2 * 9 9 — hy y * * 
93 * 9 „ . * » &? "I DE a 3 4 
__ - * A Th? . £ bo 
SE ; 5 5 N 8 W. 8 
* 223 85 2 ＋ * e 5h * 7 i# 9 
1 : ; 8 © 5 17 " 4 5 1 8 
. ' F io - 
* a * : * . 
. oY 4 5 1 — 5 
* > , : 
OY 
4 * } 7 
* rf £ 7 
5 4 v 1 1 
— * » 4 y 2 : 3 
* * , N W — 
2 — A %. 8 
. * * . 
* a - ” . „ 
. £ & F | 8 7 1 - 
4 a 1 41 bs » *. 4 
: e * 1 * P . 9 * N 
p / « 9 . ; a ; 


o 


= - 4 — of beholding 
* 50. 4 * 1 71 1 * Ape MX] FP 97 f | 


00 eee 
. Ikea, for ever; but 1 ſhall never forget 
Fehse noble minded Manning. It is my 
< conſtant, though fruitleſs wiſh, to fol. 
dil his advice, and conſider him in the 
light of 4 run; but THE Love 
= = conſtantly to my vicw ; and my 
N feels a comfort ftom the indul. 
| Agence of nchen, amidſt the 
© tempeſt of deſpair, © 
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„„ pleaſure: in contemplating 
{  Gthe virtues wHich have:occafioned my 
. e pain; and would not exchange the pre- 
e ſent ſorrows of my heart for all the joys 
e hich⸗ affection, uninterrupted 
Van its - progreſs; cou pef by beſtow: 
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« dox 5 yarn whoſe breaſts have never 
« known the force of love; but you wha 
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unavoid- 
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fighing at the Kontrast . Ide 
ably obliged to draw.—* Your firuation, 
« Lydia, muſt be happineſs i itſelf, when 
* compared with mine. T he advantages 
« which your prugence and diſcrezjon have. 

« gained muſt contribute to exalt you in 
« « your own opinion, while the folly 
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to proceed, but a burſt of forrow ere 
her eee „ 

1 Lydia * affording her Ended 
affiſtance to alleviate the ſorrows of Ro- 
ina 8 mind, Miſs Margaret entered the 
room to acquaint them that ſupper was 
on the table. Roſus endeavoured to ex · 
| cuſe herſelf from going down; but her 
aunt would take no denial, andi it was in 
vain to 0 oppoſe | her, 5 | 
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Jaughter's 8 ſpirits; which he attributed o il « 
the intended departure of the; regiment the al 
next morning: nor was he quite miſtaken. ¶ v 
The youthfuſheartof k Rofinahad receivedi its 6 
a firſt impreſſions o of love from Melford; and R. 
thoſe impreſſions are not eaſily eradicated, vi 


; Notwithſtanding the treatment, therefore cy 
© © which 


from her pillo 

hours in reſtleſs tho 
and anxiety procured her an interr 
| lumber. About three 6 'clock+ in che 
morning the ſound of martial muſie ſtru 
her ear. She ſtarted from her wrieaſy re. 2 


; poſe. | C3 They ar we 7 » | 5 
o oh! Lydia, they 5 
x: armed from a found be mne 1 
n. Vat was the W The! r We: 


melancholy; and he or TE 


wh 
A * 


Wee Wea N ee Melford had . con- 


trived, upon ſome pretence, to halt: fond. 
1y flattering himſelf that he'might poll 


bly ſee his Roſina once again at one of 


the windows. 'He raiſed his fine eyes te 
every partiof the building; but when he 
found that his expectations were diſap. 
pointed, his features became obſcured 
and gloomy; his eyes ſunk in profound 
ed the ſoldiers to 
proeced on "their march. Roſina ſtood 


Biſtening to the beat of the drum until it 
ſovnded in her ear like a diſtant echo; 
and then, burſting into a flood of tears, 
returned to A bed of ſorrow and de- 


Fpair. </Cruel Melford,” dhe exclaim- 
10 ha ſhe placed her head upon the pil 


low, © how could you ingratiate your. 


2 ear into my boſom with no other vie 
. 66 than 
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« than to torture mY heart But your 7 
« treachery has taught me wiſdom ; and — 


«© may bertafter be of ſervice.” But when 
ſhe looked to that hereafter without the 0 4 | 
- WH fociety of Melford, vithout even the 


proſpect of ever ſeeing him again, it "only 1 7 
e ee hey diſcontent. | We 


. 


Tux fatdily were fikintned to break- 4 
faſt at the uſual time the next morning. . 
The regiment was gone, and the Vicar 
was in excellent ſpirits. J can now me- 
« thinks look around me with ſecurity; * 
« but while thoſe doughty heroes infeſt 1 
* ed the place, I was in hourly expectation | 
. of having my little caſtle ſtormed, and 
© my treaſures carried away. » He obferved 
the ſwoln eyes of Roſina; 4 eircumſtanec 1 
of which he thought It improper to take 
notice; but he endeavoured to rally both. . 
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| his daughters, into good ſpirits; for the 


breaſt of Lydia, beſides her own ſorrows, 


ever felt a portion of Roſina's diſtreſs. 


/ Taz Vicar, to divert their minds, pro- 
miſed to walk with them in the evening 
to a delightful ſpot i in the neighbourhood, 
which he had by accident found out ; and 


ta introduce them to a ſtranger. who, he 


5 uA 1 4 


faid, expetied their een to tea, 
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Th T E, was 2 1 ty in this 


| propoſal. which excited their curiofity, 
and. to which they inftantly acceded, Mifs 
Margaret was as impatient as her nieces to 
0; learn who this ſtranger could poſſibly be. 
7 Aſter dinner, therefore, they equipped 
themſelyes for walking ; and having pro- 


ceeded about two miles, they ſtruck into 
| a narrow a where. Fey, never before 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH. 


The Story / Mund. 


5 a Call glen flood 2 beter the fi 
abode of ſolitude, | melancholy, and 
contemplation, Straggling rows of pop- 
lars caſt a deep ſhade om the caſement; 
around: which the hand of time had 
planted little ſprouts of ivy, A channel, 
muddy, winding, and contracted, flowed 
through the bottom; undiſturbed by 3 
murmur ; unruffled by a curl. Willows, 
5 properly called weeping; interſperſed with 
4 few flowers, the ſpontaneous growth of 
nature, covered its banks, and gave an aſ- 
| pet of gloomy wildneſs to all around. 


Ma. OvszLey's com panions were ſtruck 
with awe and admiration at the filent ſo- 
lemnity 
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f i was indeed in the autumm of ber dyn; 
but e the golden haryeſt of ſerenity. and j Joy 
Which mould have attended it, ſeemed tobe 
_ farally blighted by aflliction. The baleful 
effects of calamity were cafily to be traced 


on every! fine and expreſſive feature of her 


„. 


face. Her perſon, by nature elegant and 
e was worn down with the ravages 


of forrom.. A. belt. of rar, euriouſſy 


interwoven, | confined. a white garment 
round her waiſt. A bat, formed of the 
fame materials, was tied on her bead, in 
'2 ruſtic manner, with a green ribband. 
Part of her hair, which was of a dark 
colour, was faſtened in a braid with 2 


" ſmall comb; the other part hung negli- 
gent and diſordered; in great length upon 
ber ſhoulders, 1 But ſo commanding is 
real lovelineſs, tat even in this attire the 
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Vicar, 1 have brought my 1 0 | 
«© to viſit \ you. | 


* WE * N N , "= * = 
» 1 ” . * ; 
99 | q 5 7 1 58 - * 2 4 328 + 4 þ 98 4 


10 friendly admionitions.” an „ ESO, * 


2 „ n 1 0 4 - 1 » 3 > : 9 2 4 * 2 A 24 f 
| *7 {,*8 FE * * a N ; - : . 4 * 1 £ ip ty 5 3 7 22. * p * 1 
US „ 1 14. a . 4% bs 1 ; 2 - ; 

* 0 - 


4 1 HE office of a monitor,” replied t te” 6 
Lady, « T accept with pleaſure, To wan 2} 
6 others, by | my example, to avoid be 
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A ntl roſy ein, 15 Picture us 
health, and the emblem of innocence, 
brought in an humble equipage of tea, 

with fome country biſcuits, „and ſmall 

pats of butter. A converſation, upon 
| indifferent ſubjects, enſued 3. which intro- 

duced the ladies ta greater eaſe and fa. , 
; miliarity with each other, When the 
fm ple repaſt was finiſhed, Mr. Ouſcley 
and his family drew their chairs round 
1 that of their melancholy entertainer z who, 
© like the good Genii inftrufting unſuſpect. 
= ing youth, oper as bilden. 


0 
a N 
5 bh ET. 4 
: 7 


THE tale of rail woe den not require 
the aid of ornament to affect the heart, 
Truth is great and powerful. I ſhall not, 
therefore, attempt to uſe the flctitious 
imagery of the noveliſt, in relating to 
you the painful ſtory of my life. 


My 
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diſabled him; and he was n 68 


ment he received a wWoun 4 0 
retire from the ſerviee with no means of 


ſupport but his balf-pay,. and with o. 
treaſure but his honour and myſelf. Myn mo- 


ther died ſooh after Ewas born, and all 993 
5 warmth of affettion wh ich ho entertained: 


for her, „he transferred to me. TO r 
that he loved me with parental tenderneſs,. 
would not be doing juſtice to the force ” 


his affection. His life, his ſoul, were wrap - 
ped up in mine; and i if one human being 


ever idolized anather, that being. was my 
father. We choſe, a the place of our 


part of 


abode, a cottage in a ſequeſtered 


Carnarvonſhire, whoſe bumble. I yas 
ſuited to the abject ſtate of our finances. es, 
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i Ui 1 15 actuined alas age of e all 
en ſerenity and humble peace. A native 
N cheerfulneſs of diſpoſition Preyented the 
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dread c of worldly want from, Preying long 
vpon n my mind; and the careffes of my fond 
father baniſhed the recolleckion of thoſe 
little cares which would now and then ob- 
trude themſelves upon my repoſe. The 
anxieties of bis mind, upon my 155 
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great . and piercing; but bis tenderneſs 
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induced him to 0 , conceal. from me <7 


troubles of his beit. The ſotrowfu 
reflection, that upon his death be 10 


ve! his darling child" to the merey of a 
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friend, prompted the hope, that „ 5 
tion which he flattered himſelf 1 ok 
would afford hi mW 


ing me 


world ; and he reſolved: to concur” with' 1 
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the firſt honourable. offer. that 1 ſhoud 


Ar this e 1 
ing farmer honoured 1 
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dreſſes; but my fooliſh heart 
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"hen an GRE oh a incompatible 
with the- lowlineſs of my ſtation. My foul 
Was: alive to all the ſenfibilities of tender. 
neſs; my mind dwelt with rapture on the 
gurities of love: I was the complete pupil 
of romance.. From reciprocal delicacy of 
"ſentiment my heart expected to derive its 
| higheſt pleaſures : but my lover appeared 
| to be devoid of all taſte; and I could 
| ſearcely, ſupport myſelf under the idea of 
becoming the wife of ſuch a being. I 
| Gghed at the cruel deſtiny which would 
doom me to a perſon whom I conſidered 
baten human. But my father preſſed 
me to encourage his hopes; and to gratify 2 
| the wiſhes of my father, I reſolved to con- 
quer my reluctance, and promote his 
ale. 50 the aride 0 my on. 
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which proved fatal to our repoſe, 


5 2 > 1 a * . . 7 5 5 
: . EH 
DG OE 


vs humble oined a d 
zard belon 
The hay in it took fire. 


* 
” 


oy 

* , k 

* is = 

% . 4 E. 
* 0 3 
1 
exe * 

* 3 


% 
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our only home, conſumed; in a 
ment every 
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confideration- in-my. mind than that w! bw 


his life. t affected his ſen es; and he 


5 Was bee che be lels nem of Cala. 


W | rſualion, d the wretched owner permitted 
,, 08 
"v8 the country; and as his addreſſes to me 
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_ were unknown to his family, we could 
IP derive no affiſtance from that quarter; 
ö r to turn for ſup- 
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We exiſtence I held far dearer than 1 my own, 
| hee: 3. and whoſe emaciated and *anguiſhing 
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—_— body ſeemed to implore the aſſiſtance 
Which 1 had not che er to procure 


; an unknown perſon came to our 
Wy HH etched 


i 


— 


„ — — —— ů 
K 


a 


— 


. OR PORT I IN OT TEL ITT 
7 4 T2 * 
. iS Lu 
* = +. 
9 * 8 * 
© * AX 
* .* 
* 
1 - 
. 
* 
x 
* 
* 
1 


\ 


n 


wretched habitation, and delivered me 4 


- 
. 1 
9 
5 A 
ph. y 
9 q 
= me * 
* 
* 
7 
% 


5 


guineas, ſaying, 
= a in 


** * 2 55 


purſe containing 
as he departed, that it came fron 


tleman who bad heard of, and pitie dl, 


our misfortunes. Frantic with joy, as T 
had before been with grief, 1 devoutly. 


thanked the Providence who had ſo unex- 5 


pectedly ſent us this relief. My gratefol 
heart poured out unnumbered bleſſings on 
the head of our generous and unknown 


benefactor: and I buſied myſelf; wien 2 


rapture, in providing nouriſhment: for 1 my 


almoſt exhauſted and expiring parent. 2 
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the purſe came regularly every morni 
with enquities after our health, loaded 
with ſuch delicacies a8 were particular 
calculated to 
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make us acquainted with the name and 
| fituation of our worthy and: munificent 
were and, after repeated entreaty, 
, at length, informed us that his maſter 
_ waited for our permiſſion to Pay us a 
viſit, The delicacy of ſentiment which 
this hefitation implied was congenial to 
dhe ruling paſſion of my ſoul; and; expreſ. 
| ling the gratitude. of our hearts, we men. 
tioned: che next Tg. to receive our 
benefactor— | 41 ip 
oa! had he never come : kad he con · 


tinued to perform the offices of benevolence 


concealed. and unknown, I ſhould have con- 
tdered him as the pureſt miniſter of huma- 
dity, and, as ſuch, haveadored him. Youth, 
beauty, elegance, infinuation,, every natu- 
tal, every acquired, every beguiling grace 


5 rol him. . * to conſi- 
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ſaid, all ſuited to the. merit of its inmatesg | 


and he eaſily perſuaded us to remove to a Y 
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chem with, diſguſt, My creative mind 
had opened proſpects. to my view, which 
gratified the. ambition of my ſoul. Even 
my poor deluded parent no longer plead- 
ed in his favour. He, like myſelf, fond- 
| 17 imagined that our liberal benefactor 
locked wich tranſports of the pureſt love | 
on Melinda, and thought of exalting her 
to his own ſphere. My paſſion increaſed, 
but it was not birth, it was not fortune 
which added fuel to the flame : it was a 
paſſion kindled by a contemplation of the 
| angelic virtues which T imagined he poſ- 
ſeſſed; and with him fickneſs, forrow, ſo- 
| litude, would have been, to my mind, 
9 health, happineſs, and ſociety.” Love, 
once admitted, ſteals fitently and unper- 
ceived through all the devious labyrinths 
of the heart. He obſerved the aſcen- 
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aer which bis aſumed virtues gained 
over 
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board, was ircetrievably gone. Fe moſt 
|  Fplendid profufion could furniſh no charms 
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bias ſteps towards his habitation, ben | 

towards the conclufion of the autumn; z and , 

the darkneſs of the evening had cloſed in, 
as my wearied feet reached the place of his 
{ - abode. © Chill bonour thrilled through al 
my veias as I furveyed the bouſe. The 
| . | windows were all barred. Nettles covered 4 
| 5 the threſhold of the door, and the dreary 
| . look'of defolation which ſurrounded it, 
| proclaimed that its inbabitant was gone. a 
| Every\circuinſtance'of former happineſs, 
ROE which I had enjoyed under its roof, ruſhed | 
cruelly to my mind. 1 wrong ay bands. 
II tore my diſhevelled hair. thc adted like 
os what I was—a lunatic. | A * 
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afforded ms 2. ſhelter from the inclement 
nigbt. 80 woe-worn-a figure a my form 
reſented ta her fight, ſhe had never be- 
fore beheld, The tears of pity. trickled 
donn the furtows of her aged cheek; 
and, perceiving. my diſtreſs and fatigue, 
ſhe kindly invited me to ſhare her pallet of 


food ; but nature, worn out by grief and. 
: faſting, loathed. 1 nutriment; 1 and ſhe 


q b T * , 
» 
0 N 
= "I V - " ar 
1 ; 
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gone kindly, cloſed my eyes; but tor- 
turing. fancy continued to diſturb my 


mind with images of borrour. I awoke 
ſeveral times ſcarcely able to breathe; 
with a dew, cold mane ieicles of death, 


upon forehead. 8 
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over. tl expiring. embers. of;a fire, 1 


hopes of reſt, The fatigue I had under-, 
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ſtarted in an agony; and, waking the old 


man, who had for ſome ſhort time lodg- 
ed in an inner room of her hut, was ex- 


tremely in, and expgeted to die. L afked 
her if he had any one with him to alleviate 


the deep pain he ſeemed to feel. She 


was about to anſwer ; when the ſound off 
2 voice, which will ever remain undobli- 


terated upon my memory, ſtruck my 
ſenſe, "and thrilled thtöugh every vn of 


my body. I ruſhed into wp md 
was only à poor ſhed ſepara 


m which Tay by a: rue phtchicn,- 4 


on heap of ſtraw 1 diſcovered the dy- 
NM 3 | 


Warte'T lay diſordered and 'reſtiefs, TY 
groan penetrated my ear. Andthier fol- 
lowed which piereed ine to the foul, 1 


woman, who lay ſnoring by my ſide, en- 
ON from whence the ſounds. proceed- 
. She informed'me that a poor old 


% 


} * 
+ 
g 9 id 4 
ms 
* 1 
344 
—_—" 
r 
4 
— 
— 
= 2 
* 
% 


— * 
* 


* 9 7 
N 


| 246 THE VICAR or LANSDOWNs, 

wig. father of Melinda! A half extin. 
gviſhed. candle caſt a dreary gleam of 
light acroſs the room. The winds whiſtled 
through the crevices of the hovel. His 
reſtleſs head ſeemed as if it was endea. 
vouring to conceal | itſelf from the cold 


and chilling blaſt. He was: . for 


1 Is L 4 * 


4737 
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40 * ALL-GRAC10US Powan,” 1 cried, 04% 

« « this my parent? Gb, What, A Hghed, 
ringing my hands, are all the ſorrows 
« I have felt to this 5 This is real woe. 
« < It leads 1 to madneſs.— Oh Oh !—Oh! 
lh my Parent! Friend! Darling! ſolace 
= of my heart P— I preſſed his livid lips, 
cold with the icy hand of haſtening death. 
—He knew me. —But what. paſſed I was 
for ome time deprived. 5 
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ne is too aue to re ite, aue usge 
could not paint it: and indeed: 1 
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were ſo diſor 
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ered, that I myſelf, * win I 5 | 4 


happily ignorant. of a 0 


| —Amidſt the pangs c of Site mes be . = 


refed, bleſſed, and pardoned me. 7 j 4 
faintly! cried | Ob b vice, how 4 bn 
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* fort! If you ſhould: farvive your ſor- 


* rows, may you with humility warn others 


40 by your example! 4 But oh! ! when you 
5 « mention your. ſufferings, > mentionalſo the 
1 folly 6f your patent. Bid other fathers 


beware of the ruin he has vecaſioned to 
«his child, and teach them not to place 
* their children within'the reach of dan, 


*. ger, by idle expectations of advance. 
. ment and ambition,” oy, f 


. map boten his G pure, * 
ond ſpirit fled from ſorrow, want, and 
—_—_— to'the manſions - * the dead, 


"Mm ELINDA el; to proceed in 


bs ſequel. of her ſtosy, but a burſt of 
tears ſtopped her utterance, She roſe 


ſuddenly from her chair to indulge the 


ſenſibility of her heart. For ſome time 


* was unable to capa but the, at 
length, 


gromed Forth 1 
pair the Witches be tid 
us by making me his wife, — 


« V a 


| 0 patiently: borne for your ſake. But my 
e ſoul nom turns from you with abhor- 


2 our crimes. Oh! think . how you 


ec 18 PN bis . his Execu- 


* * 23 HT 4 * 
8 * 
* 
2 ” "Go p 4 : * — R 
” * 1 $59 : ? 7 7 
5 3 3 - ' - 1 i oh * ; 
* 1 4 ” A 7 "KY 3 * & 3 2 : 
N * - Tad * * - 
= * 1 
— PX 
-» 
£ 
4 
* 
* 
Py . 
% 
% 
% #þ 
- 
4 - 
; * 
oY 


250" 77 THE: VICAR or LANSDOWNE. 
in Via!” 1 eried.indignantly, * es doſt 
« thou imagine that either thy: hand or 


5 thy fortune can make reparation for 


« the injuries 1 have received? | Can thy 

e grief, thy penitence, reanimate the 
Ko dead Can the pollution of infamy be 
6. waſhed away. by remorſe ? When I con- 
0 « figered you a man of virtue, 1 loved, 
«1 adored you. The wide world has 
4 not a woe in it that I would not have 


« rence; Tou are: the betrayer of my 
4 happineſs and your own honour. Look ! 
«6 look on that. pale corpſe, | the. victim of 


4 have converted his blefling 3 into a curſe, 


eyes fix within 
He ſaw the oy of 
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countenance. 
rible! 1— he 
deſtroyer. : 
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at my | ont paſtas My ſenſes 
failed; and 1 continued . wo _ 
"DN to 5 OY 


7 1 lover, us 1 five fince been in- 
formed, ordered the remains of my 
poor father to be carried ta. the grave 
in decent funeral. He attended the ob- 
ſequies 'bimſelf, and raiſed a monument 
of his own repentance by the tributary : 
tears which he ſhed upon the grave. 
The old woman, whoſe hofpitable hut 

bl had given a temporary ſhelter to our 
miſeries, was taken by his grateful mu- 
nificence from her ſtate of indigence, 
and placed among the cottagers of his 
don eſtate, T ortured by a retroſpec- 
Won of bis paſt conduct, and anxious 
; 1 make every atonement in his power 
For che miſeties he had entailed upon 


45 me, | 


er of all my miſeries; 
| the return of my 
remptorily inſiſted on departing 
his houſe. He to von! vert 
my reſolution by every argument m ge. 


Ray, with all the warmth o unafſeQea 
love, ahd ummty 6 A 
cefe re | 


| ſuggeſt Z he etitreared meto | 


0 receiving accommodation 
the man who had abuſed 
the ſacred names of F riendſhip and Be- 
nevolence for the pyrpoſe of corrupt- 
ing my virtue. The ſpirit of my dear 


re my view, 
with zan invin- 


I bs rayer. „ 1 vowed, 


5 the pertinacity of an unalter- 
able reſol uri 
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* ence, tin 2 and the influence of 


| Inculcated, had ſoftened" che Keerineſs of 
. ws; He lately 

5 | ' ſhould hear my ſtory. I 

— to n him; and, remem- 


the dying words of my beloved 
to euch othets wiſdom by my 
why, I no longer tefuſed 0 comply. 
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5 Hattery ! May it alfo learn chat even 


gratitude, the ſuweeteſt emotion of the 


heart, may, ing the avenues of 
Mu neſs e hills the vigilance 
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too. ſuſceptible f tenderneſs not to- 


 Aeeply ſympathize in he melancholy nar- 


"Miſs Margaret, 
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given une rpected tranquility to my 
* mind. Beoks, work, and contemplatiox 
128 principally engrols my time. I cult 
vate no acquaintance but with the neigh- 

© bouring peaſants, "whoſe lirtle wants, 
2 far as it in in my power, L endes 
<-your to relieve, My chief companion 
« js the young girl whom you. ſaw wait 
& at tea. She is a grand-daughter to the 
poor woman who kindly fnieltered my 
* unhappy parent. Juſtice and gꝑrati- 
* tute, as well an humaniry, called upon 


me to protect the friendleſs innocence of 
an orphan om the dangerous Wwele⸗ 


« mency of an unfeeling world.. I now 
4 and then recreate my ſpirits by Aiſten- 


> | Lug eee e the artleſi tale of. 
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little retreat, and t 


cepted the invitation with pleaſure. On 7 
their ürſt entrance, they had conſidered it as - =o 
the gloomy receſs of horror and'deſpairz 
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"mM Even thy loweſt works, yet e 
% Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power divine, 


: 3 peak ye, who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 


Angels, for ye behold him; and with ſongs, 
And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 
©, Circle-bis throne rejoicing; ye in heaven, 
u On earth, join all ye creatures, to extol 
%. Him, firſt, Him laſt, Him 'midft, and without 
end . 5 EA, 
802 recited this beautiful — with 
a voice ſo- clear; ſo ſweet, ſo affecting; 
with a look of piety ſo finely adapted to 
its ſenſe, as plainly-evinced that the con- 
ſolations of religion had inſpired her 
mind with perfect reſignation, and pre- 
pared her to meet, without diſmay, the 
great and awful mandate of © almighty 
Tux Vicar reminded his compa- 
mons of the lateneſs of the hour, and 


0 Mix ron. | 


the 


the a of e walk which hg nad 
to take. Malinda obtained a promiſe 


from the ladies to renew tlieir viſits; and 


they parted from each other with 1 


reluctance, and mutual caredſer; * 


Taz ſtory of Melinda's misfottuties, j 
and the amiable character ſhe appeared to 


poſſeſs, naturally became the ſubject of 


their converation-avthoy walked hohe. 
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« You hills n halen: S 


faid the Vagar, “ the fatal conſequences 
« which reſult from inconſiderate eredu- 


« lity, - The imprudencies to which it 


«leads make ruin inevitable, and, L had 
« almoſtiſaid; deſerved. You-ſee the dan · 


gerous folly of encouraging. ambitious 
© hopes, and looking to connections bes 
* yond the ſphere in which we move. 
Vor. I. e Had 
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466 THE VICAR OF LANSDOWNE, 
Had the miſguided Clifford given is 
15 daughter to the worthy farmer.; had he 
„nat liſtened! to the flattering hope of 
< raiſing her to ſuperior rank, r 0 
< ſtill have been barret un a2 


— 


2 ie da Rofins, © we 
<« frequently hear of handſome girls be. 
<« ing married to great fortunes, and 
title of theix 


. "66 avon: my V child; replied the Vicar, 
4e inſtances of this kind may happen, but 
4 not ſo frequently as fame reports; and 
ene eee pe be 
_ yond a rational probability of gratif - 
cation, always opens a ſource of diſap- 
6 « pointment,, N and danger.” : 
a at's Þ in felt 3 6e Nox- 
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enses bberf exied bn, 
geile Von ſtrive toextit 
«from the girl's breaſts. I fay thisy ſhoul 
« always. look above their own ſſ 
« They ſhould always encourage an ex- 

pectation of the moſi ſplendid ine 
« Don't- tell -dangers, and diſap- 
« pointments, and vexations; there is 
more danger to be apprehended 
x « from. a mean anc . groveling mind than 


« from high ſpirit, and aſpiring notions. If 
I were a queen, I-would not be content. 
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with his fiſter's ſentiments upon this ſubs 
ject; but knowing that the more he op- 
poſed them, the: more her violence would 
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ing the ae of f convertton. 


Ox their en at the ge they 
FEY the cloth ready ſpread for ſupper, 
to which they immediately ſat down. The 
Vicar reſumed his natural good ſpirits, 
and in a vein of raillery, whieh Miſs Mar: 
garet could not eonttovert, entirely over- 
turned her airy ſyſtem of promoting the 
ends of happineſs by endanpering the in- 
tereſts of virtue. It was a ſubject in 
which the future conduct of his daughters 
was deeply concerned; and as he had, 
by a few ſucceſsful obſervations, entirely 
filenced his fiſter's oppofition, he continued 
to inculcate the advantages of - prudence 
and humility, till the ſound of a carriage 
ſtopping at the door put an end to his 
— Kofi" turned pale; the 


idea 
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idea of Melforc returning in the characte 
of a penitent lover was \ moſt in he! 
thoughts. What Lydia felt we cannot 

aſcertain z ſhe roſe ;- reſeated herſelf upon 
a chair.; and trembled exceedingly, The 
Vicar went out to ſes who. it was; that 
could came to him at fo extraordinary an 
ed the girls to 
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"HE moment the 480 was opened, a 


_ 1 » gentleman alighted from the car. 
riage; and, aſſiſted by a ſervant, bore 


into the hall the body of à man, ap- 


parently breathleſs; whoſe clothes were 
ſtained with the vital ſtream of life. 


* HE Vicar, like the good. Samaritan, 
concluded that it was ſome unfortunate 


traveller, 4 who, as he journeyed on his 
way, had fallen among thieves, and been 
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